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The Headlines: 

 Now that the parties are over…. 

 Dr. Carolyn Clancy leaves AHRQ Director’s job 

 Senate Committee Holds Hearing on Primary Care 

 

Now that the parties are over…. 

January after a presidential election is 
a unique time in Washington and 
2013 fell directly into the historical 
pattern.  On January 3, the 113th 
Congress was sworn in to begin its 
two-year session.  There was the real 
group swearing in session on the 
floor of each house and the 
ceremonial swearing in of individual 
members with the Speaker of the 
House and the President of the 
Senate – a.k.a. Vice President Biden. 

Then, on January 20 and 21, it was 
President Obama’s and Vice 

President Biden’s turns.  Because 
January 20, which is the 
Constitutionally-mandated date, fell 
on a Sunday this, the Vice President 
and then the President were sworn in 
during brief sessions in the White 
House.  The next day was the 
ceremonial Inaugural event on the 
steps of the United States Capitol.  As 
always, the VP was sworn in first, 
followed by the President.  This was 
followed by the Inaugural Parade and 
the Inaugural Balls. 

In addition to the festivities, there 
was some substantive reorganization 
work that occurred and will impact 



SGIM’s activities with Congress.  
Among the changes, Rep. Jack 
Kinston (R-GA) will be taking over as 
the chair of the House Labor-HHS-
Education Appropriations 
Subcommittee.  Rep. Rosa DeLauro 
(D-CT) remains as the Ranking 
Member. 

On the other side of the Capitol, Sen. 
Lamar Alexander (R-TN) will become 
the Ranking Member on the 
counterpart subcommittee.  Sen. 
Tom Harkin (D-IA) remains as 
chairman, although the Senator did 
announce in January that he does not 
intend to run for re-election in 2014. 

The Harkin departure will be a blow 
to people and groups concerned 
about health research, prevention 
services and education, as he has 
been a champion of all these issues. 

February will see a ramp-up of 
activity including the President’s 
State of the Union Address on 
February 12.  Substantively, Congress 
will need to work on addressing 
sequestration, the across-the-board 
budget cuts now scheduled to take 
effect on March 1 and the Continuing 
Resolution that funds the 
government, which is set to expire on 
March 27. 

Dr. Carolyn Clancy leaves AHRQ 
director’s job 

On January 31, HHS Secretary 
Kathleen Sebelius announced that Dr. 
Carolyn Clancy, following a decade of 
service as the Director of the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality, 
will be stepping down in the coming 
months. 

“Carolyn has impacted the lives of 
millions of Americans, diligently 
working to improve the health of our 
nation. I am deeply grateful for her 
service,” the Secretary said in a 
statement. 

The statement went on to point out 
the work AHRQ has undertaken to 
improve quality, safety, efficiency 
and effectiveness of the healthcare 
delivery system.  She also cited 
AHRQ’s work in improving the quality 
of care for children and assessing 
patients’ perspectives on their care. 

The statement also indicated that Dr. 
Clancy will continue to serve as 
Director “for the next few months” 
while a search is conducted for a new 
Director.  

The position is a Secretary-level 
appointment, not requiring the 
Presidential action or the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

 

 



Senate Committee Holds Hearing on 
Primary Care 

Senator Bernard Sanders (I-VT), 
chairman of the Senate Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions 
Subcommittee on Primary Health and 
Aging, held a hearing on the supply of 
primary care physicians in 
anticipation of the imminent 
expansion of health care insurance 
coverage under the Affordable Care 
Act. 

Many witnesses conveyed the 
message that increased payments 
and other changes are needed to 
bolster the primary care workforce.  
Concern was also expressed not only 
about the number of primary care 
physicians needed, but also ensuring 
that providers work where they are 
most needed, rural and underserved 
areas. 

Sanders suggested that the American 
Medical Associations’ Relative Value 
Scale Update Committee (RUC) plays 
a role in the payment disparity for 
primary care services that drives 
medical students to practice in more 
lucrative specialties than primary 
care.  Recommendations were made 
to increase the number of primary 
care physicians on the RUC. 

Witnesses recommended that more 
graduate medical education (GME) 
funding be set aside for primary care 
programs and offering more loan 
forgiveness for medical students who 
choose to practice in primary care 
and other underrepresented 
specialties in underserved areas. 
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